
 
 
Donald E. Chesnel of Rochester, NH was presented with the 2011 Outstanding Volunteer 
Manager of the Year Award by Governor John Lynch on Tuesday, May 17th, 2011 at the 
Governor’s Conference on Volunteerism in Concord, NH at the Concord Technical Institute. Over 
250 people were in attendance for the awards ceremony. Also in attendance were Don's wife 
Joan and Pam and Gerry Gravel from Rochester. 

This award was created by former Governor John Sununu to honor volunteer administrators and 
salute their excellence in leadership and management of volunteers in New Hampshire. Governor 
Lynch has carried on the tradition of this award, which was formerly named after Peg McGarity, 
who brought 17 years of experience to her position as executive director of the Governor's Office 
of Volunteerism and promoted volunteerism and professional volunteer management. 

Don has been a member of the Rochester Elks #1393 for over 36 years and has been involved in 
many of their volunteer activities through the years. He is also a past lodge president, past state 
president, past district deputy and past grand lodge committeeman for the government relations 
committee. He is currently the esquire and a member of the home committee, veterans 
activities, Americanism, public and government relations committees. 

Mr. Chesnel has also been active in other organizations such as the New Hampshire Association 
of Volunteer Administrators (NHAVA), currently serving on their board of directors and as the 
Treasurer. He is also serving on the Volunteer NH Board of Directors, the central clearinghouse 
for volunteerism in the state of New Hampshire. 

Don was cited by Governor Lynch for his excellence in leadership and management of volunteers 
over the years. He also recognized Mr. Chesnel's commitment, dedication and hard work in the 
volunteerism and non-profit field. 

To learn more about volunteerism in New Hampshire and how you can become involved, 
visit the following websites: www.elks.org, www.nhelks.org , www.volunteernh.org , 
www.nhava.org . 


